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The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table and the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action with respect to the 
nominations confirmed here in today’s 
session of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I move to proceed 
to executive session to consider Cal-
endar No. 387. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Chad F. Wolf, of 
Virginia, to be Under Secretary for 
Strategy, Policy, and Plans, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. (New Posi-
tion) 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Chad F. Wolf, of Virginia, to be 
Under Secretary for Strategy, Policy, and 
Plans, Department of Homeland Security. 
(New Position) 

Mitch McConnell, Roger F. Wicker, Mike 
Rounds, Rick Scott, John Barrasso, 

Kevin Cramer, Richard Burr, Steve 
Daines, James E. Risch, John Cornyn, 
John Boozman, John Hoeven, James 
Lankford, Todd Young, David Perdue, 
John Thune, Lamar Alexander. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I move to proceed 
to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 486. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Steven J. 
Menashi, of New York, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Second 
Circuit. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Steven J. Menashi, of New York, to 
be United States Circuit Judge for the Sec-
ond Circuit. 

Mitch McConnell, John Hoeven, Steve 
Daines, James E. Risch, Roger F. 
Wicker, Pat Roberts, John Thune, 
Mike Rounds, Roy Blunt, Mike Crapo, 
John Boozman, John Cornyn, Lindsey 
Graham, Thom Tillis, David Perdue, 
Chuck Grassley, Rick Scott. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the mandatory quorum 
calls for the cloture motions be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the cloture mo-
tions ripen at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, No-
vember 12. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Ohio. 
BARKER HOUSE 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
talk about something positive that is 
happening in Ohio with the help of the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

The Army Corps is involved with 
some civic-minded community volun-
teers in something that will help pre-

serve our history in Ohio. It wouldn’t 
be happening but for the vision of the 
head of the Army Corps, Mr. R.D. 
James, the Assistant Secretary of the 
Army for Civil Works. It is a good-news 
project regarding the preservation of 
an important piece of the history of 
the Northwest Territory and my home 
State of Ohio. It is called the Barker 
House. It is a historic home that dates 
back almost 200 years. It was built by 
the owner’s father, who was a Revolu-
tionary War officer and a famous early 
settler and pioneer architect in Ohio. A 
number of historic homes of his were 
built along the Ohio River, and this is 
one of them that is still left standing. 
Colonel Joseph Barker, Sr., was his 
name, and he is one of our most famous 
early pioneers in Ohio. 

The House was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1979 for 
its historic significance. In fact, Joseph 
Barker, Sr., and the houses he built 
play an important role in a new, 
award-winning book by the great histo-
rian David McCullough, ‘‘The Pio-
neers,’’ and it tells the story of the 
Northwest Territory and the founding 
of Ohio in the wake of the Revolu-
tionary War. In ‘‘The Pioneers’’ book, 
Colonel Barker’s stately homes were an 
anomaly out on the frontier. His own 
home was described as ‘‘a large, brick 
house in the Federal style, with a 
handsome front door, flanked by re-
cessed side windows and an elliptical 
fanlight overhead. . . . [O]nce com-
pleted the whole house was painted 
white, and soon became, as intended, a 
‘distinguished seat of hospitality.’’’ 

This also describes the historic Bark-
er House we are trying to preserve. 

These houses brought a level of ar-
chitectural refinement that stood in 
sharp contrast to the log cabins on the 
rugged landscape where these pioneers 
were settling. 

The Barker House is currently owned 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
It is owned by them because it sits 
right next to the Willow Island Locks 
and Dam on the Ohio River. The house 
was used as office space by the Corps 
back in the 1960s, and today, the house 
is still standing. It is vacant, in bad 
shape, and unsafe to enter, but it is 
savable. 

I visited this historic Barker House 
back in September of 2018. I learned 
then that the Corps was proposing to 
demolish the Barker House. They then 
considered a proposal to move it brick 
by brick to a new location off of Army 
Corps’ land. Neither made sense. 

That is when I met Jack Haessly, 
who led a group—along with Wesley 
Clarke, Bill Reynolds, Bob Ferguson, 
and others—a local Barker House 
friends group who said they would be 
willing to raise the money to restore 
this home on its historic site over-
looking the Ohio River. They wanted 
to make sure it would be accessible to 
visitors there and made into a mu-
seum. 

I immediately called the Secretary, 
Mr. R.D. James of the Army Corps, and 
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